Summary: A case of mycotic aneurysm of the popliteal artery, following right hemicolectomy for carcinoma, is described. This was treated by ligation and excision without bypass grafting. The clinical features are discussed and the literature reviewed.
Introduction
The term 'mycotic aneurysm' was first used by Osler nisms were seen on histology or grown on blood culture but culture of the sac contents grew Clostridium septicum sensitive to both cefuroxime and metronidazole. The patient made an uneventful recovery and has not subsequently required vascular reconstructive surgery.
Discussion
The diagnosis of mycotic aneurysm can only be made if bacteria are identified on microscopy or culture of the aneurysm wall.' Mycotic aneurysms may arise in three ways. Infected emboli from bacterial endocarditis may lodge in the vasa vasorum or lumen of a vessel. During episodes of bacteraemia organisms may lodge in intimal lesions. Organisms may be introduced directly into haematoma surrounding an arterial lesion at the time of arterial trauma, most commonly in intravenous drug users. Clostridium septicum bacteraemia is known to be associated with cancer of the colon. 6 Its portal of entry is probably the distal ileum or caecum. Its growth from the aneurysm sac in this case showed that the aneurysm resulted from the colonic pathology.
It is not certain whether the causative episode of bacteraemia occurred at primary presentation or during operative manipulation, although on both occasions the patient received antibiotics to which the organism was sensitive and it is surprising that the bacteria survived and proliferated in the presence of adequate doses of bactericidal antibiotics. It is probable that the artery at this site was affected by atheroma and that this predisposed to the lodging of bacteria, subsequent destruction of the arterial wall and development of a false aneurysm.7 '8 The initial presentation of the aneurysm was mistaken for cellulitis. Pain, erythema and fever are the hallmarks of a mycotic aneurysm,2'5'8 therefore such diagnostic error is easy to understand and has been reported before. 3 
